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WILLMETT STREET, CITY

Thankful Percy Willmett was a bookseller, printer, stationer and publisher, who served many terms as an alderman
mayor several times, being first elected to this pos
from 18616 and also published an annual al manac for
This obituary was published i n-1t9h5e4 )T o winhsuvrisld
1907, page 4.

DEATH OF MR. T. WILLMETT.
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Mathew, J. (1995). Highways and BywaysT'ownsville, Queensland: Townsville City Council.
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FROM THE PAPEHRMANIDN, MANAGER OF THE NORTH QUEENSLAND

Our Museum holds a few papers which t
Queensl and Newspaper Company in the I m
history of print in Queensland. He t h
March 1983 where he demonstrated hi cal
the early years of the state of Que
Here is one draft of a research paper_ written L
. Mr Jim Manion .
far as possible | have reproduced the annotatioc

biro.

This is Part 2 of the N. Q. Telegraph and Terri

This wide community involvement in the Company was to surface again when the Townsville Herald New
pany was floated in 1882. The earlier company, The Cleveland Bay Express Newspaper Company Limite
dated in 1870 when the editor, Henry Bohm, acquired the business. Many of the first shareholders had fa
the progressive calls for further contributions so that, by 1869, eight shares were forfeited and calls totalli
were outstanding. Many years | ater Mr F. Gordon
bl es he experienced in getting sufficient money
widow remarried a journalist, C. E, Carkeet and the paper continued under that ownership until it was solc
school inspector, A. J. Boyd in August 1875. Boyd did not retain ownership for long-as-he-sold-it to Thoms
2 May 1876 for a reputedly healthy profit. It merged with the opposition paper, The Townsville Times, just
later in September 1876.

The Townsville Times

The Townsville Times was first published on 4 November 1874 by James McManus, a compositor who of
premises in Flinders Street opposite the A. S. N. wharf.

In 1876 the Times merged with the Cleveland Bay Express and the business was initially carried on as a
between McManus and Thomas Williams. It was dissolved in December 1876 and McManus remained as
tor until July 1882 when he disposed of two thirds of his interest.

McManus became a major shareholder with 98 shares in the Townsville Herald Newspaper Company Lin
was formed in 1882. The other large shareholders were George Simpson, Saddler with 99 shares and the
John Newport Parkes, with 90 shares.

McManus moved to Paddington, a suburb of Sydney, in 1883 and sold his entire holding the rseft year. Tl
the Townsville Times incledded Morressy, W. Sigerson and Edward Conroy.
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FROM THE PAPEHRMARIODN, MANAGER OF THE NORTH QUEENSLAND NE

The Argus

In December 1876 the Townsville Herald devoted a rather plaintive leader to the allegations containedpedhe just i
tus for a second paper in the town.

Thomas Wright, earlier a compositor on the Townsville Times, and subsequently printer of the Cleveland Bay Expr
the Argus in the first weeks of January 1877 after the merger of the Express and Times. His editor was d- Y. Walke
per had a brief existence. While Wright initially denied any association with another new publication@i#st issued in .
the form of the Northern Standard, it was only a matter of weeks before the ever vigilant Northern Mineg-in Charter
ported on 29 August:

i However the | atest bantling after a fierce du
the hide of a rhinoceros, the Argus became ent ombec
Wrightdos name | ater appeared on the imprint Iinked

death in November 1881. His wife who carried on the business died of dropsy some three months and one week I:
was then managed by the solicitor, Henry Knapp, on behalf of the executors until it was sold to Joseph Hodel on 2
1882. It was announced that his brothers, Frank and Frederick Hodel, fresh from the Palmer Chronicle at Maytowr
age the venture.

The Hodel family contributed to a number of newspaper ventures in North Queensland. Francis Charles, snr, the c
brought to Townsville to construct the first buildings, eventually came to own and run the Cooktown Coyrier. Josef
became chairman of the North Queensland Newspaper Company Limited, a position he was to hold for a record 2
1914. Frederick Charles Hodel was involved inmthe 7
1891 to 1896.

Left: Joseph Hodel

Portrait of Joseph Hodel, born 9
Channel | sl ands. He arrived in To!
went on to join the Townsville Ci:~
in 1910 Hodel was a member of t hi
bet ween 1914 and 1922. On the 4 S
Townsvill e, Queensl|l and. (I'nfor mat |
Dictionary of Biography, vol 9, |

Photo and information supplied by
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LAUNCH OF TOWNSVILLE 150 V¥2ARHE JWNAEL

@n 20th June, Townsville Museum and Historical Society launched its Townsville 150
project, a Timeline and Feature Wall, at our premises in Currajong. Invited dignitaries and
guests gathered to view the wonderful additions to our museum, both funded by the Towns-
ville City Council’s T150 Grants Programme. The Timeline was a major part of the project, tak-
ing Trish and Geoff many hours of reading and researching the events included on the boards.
To fully display the boards, some of the cabinet displays in Hall 2 were also rejigged, enabling
areas surrounding the boards to carry supporting photographs and other relevant artefacts. A
signed jersey of the Premiership winning Cowboys team is also proudly on display near one of
the Timeline boards. Councillor Colleen Doyle represented the Mayor and opened our new
displays in front of an appreciative audience.

The feature on one of the outside walls of Hall 2 is named “From land selection to premier
City” and features an early map and photographs of some of the influential people involved in
the establishment of our city.

Telstra Alumni Group generously donated funds towards the catering of the function and we

are grateful to them for this kind gesture.

Above: President Trish Cronin addressing the invited
guests to the launch of the T150 Timeline Project.

Right: Councillor Colleen Doyle officiating on behalf of
the Mayor at the Timeline Opening.
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LAUNCH OF T1SWNEIMEODTOWNSVILLE MUSEUM

T1A Grants

»

“S0\i50

Above: Councillor Colleen Doyle opening the
T150 Project to the general public with Coun-
cillor Kurt Rehbein looking on.

Left: President Trish Cronin, Cr Kurt Rehbein
and Cr Colleen Doyle view the new Timeline
and displays in Hall 2 at Townsville Museum.

Photos by courtesy of Member Geoff Hansen.
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O THE VI LATESSTHE LIQESEEEBATRTOWNSWIENE W

Celebrate the Lives of 13 Great Townsville Women i The Village

On 10th March, our President Trish and Vice President Geoff attended the launch of the art
gall ery at Townsvillefs new suburb, The Vil

0 06The Villaged has dedicated the naming of
able women who have played arolein shaping the City and region we know today. Each of
their stories are celebrated through the creation of a one -off design that embodies the spirit of
their contribution.o

Some of these women are and have been closely associated with Townsville Museum. Townsville Muse-
um is very pleased that these women have been honoured in this way.

Griffin Way [ Hel ga Griffin, historian and auth

The “Griffin” design focusses on Helga’s story of the near demise of Townsville after the cyclone of 1867,
which destroyed nearly one in three buildings. The barometric pressure bars create a pattern that appears
to be heavy rainfall on water.

Gibson -Wilde Pocket [Dr Dorothy Gibson -Wi | de OAM, historian and
Golden Land (1984)]

The ‘Gibson- Wilde” design is literally created out of the view of Castle Hill- featured on the cover of Dr
Dorothy Gibson-Wilde’s book about the area. The linework is repeated to represent the different local,
pastoral regions and movements through time.

Menghetti Central [Dr Diane Menghetti, Associate Professor of History, recipient of a Uni-
versity Medal and graduate with first class honours in 1980.]

The “Menghetti” design reflects an aspect of Townville history that was of particular interest to Dr
Meneghetti. With her focus on social, political and economic history, gold and copper mining feature
heavily in her work —the artwork describes the tracks people historically followed to the mines.

Dr Dorothy Gibson -Wilde and
Helga Griffin accept a copy of
the artwork designed in their

. Photo by Michael Chambers
honour at 0The v

ag

13

or ,
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RECENT ENEANTSIP TO 2RAR MUBEEBRUARY 2016

Geoff Hansen coordinated with Curator John Twomey for a group of Townsville Museum Volunteers to visit
2RAR Museum which is housed at Lavarack Barracks. We enjoyed a leisurely viewing of the collection and
were lead through the collection by John whose deep knowledge of the collection was appreciated by all visi-
tors.

Clockwise from above : Trish (President) and Noel, Top left: Fay, Harvey, Gary (obscured),
Dell, Lyn. Top right: Gary, John Twomey, Harvey, Rodney, Dell, Elaine. Bottom right:: Gary,
Fred, Graham.

Visit by Herbert River Museum Volunteers

On the 6th February a group of Townsville Muse-
um Volunteers visited and the Herbert river Mu-
seum and in return we invited them to visit our
premises. On the 17th May we hosted a group of
volunteers for a morning tea and a tour of our
museum. This was a successful exercise and both
museums agree it is a worthwhile activity to con-
tinue into the future.
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