Newsletter of the
TOWNSVILLE MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.
June 2022

1/27 Barbeler Street Currajong Q 4812

PO Box 785 Hyde Park Q 481

2

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

Special Points of Interest:
1 Vale Arthur Rains
ﬂ Pub Crawhi Qu e end s

1 Photos from Dorothy GibsornWilde Collection

..............................................................................................................................................................................................

A MESSAGE FRQRAESIDENT

Hot el 0

Monthly committee meetings
are held at the Museum on the
third Monday of the month at
ten od6clock. Al
members are notified a week

prior to the meeting.

comn

The year seem
renew members
so reminders
member s as wi
before our An
and as a memb
most wel come
The book Trisha Fielding is @®nmiittihng based on th
is now complete and wiliAsbeepr i nNi¢tressdup & a 1
Deeée,p which is what El i zabet®th pvwrod tegemif r thé HoReerb gt t 0
Trisha has done such a wonder f ul|ydekddatthdHistorid € | b 0 C
for and will be launched as so0o0n|ypg inWerrd N -
The Museum has been successful wi it h another Gr e
CHARTS which enabled us to pur ¢ h|inside thisissue: Lotc
applied for a Grant to purchase : : put
When the scanning of the photo celleoectiaon i.g (CC
researchers to | ook at what t he [RooneySteetSouth 23 |j n |
Townsville
Of course we are always | ooking Vale Arthor Rains 3 unt e
have time to spare, have a keen hi s
please call the Museum on 4775 7f8gueencs Holas|NTE
Regards for now, William Herbert 7-8
Trish Cronin Greends si addr
President Nickds add s at
MIHCC
Additional Information | g
on the Penny Ferry &
TOWNSVILLE MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY Dr David Irvine visits
BUSINESS HOURS ©  MEMBERSHIP FEES the museum
Monday to Friday E (12 months from 1st July to 30th June) Dorothy Gibson 10
: Wi |l deds ctio
9:00 am to 2:30 pm *  Single $11.00
) i . Pioneer Weekend at |11
First and Third Sundays of the month .
. Couples $16.50 Historic Village in
1:30 pm to 3:30 pm E Corporate $32.50 Herberton by Nick
ENTRY Adults $5 Chn $2 Shailer




Page?

Newsletter of the TOWNSVILLE MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY February 2022

ROONEY STREET, SOUTH TOWNSVI

LLE

Rooney Street, South Townsville. The street was named in 1963 after the pioneering family who, as

builders, contractors and sawmillers, were associated with the development of Townsville from the mid

1870s. Amongst the many contracts the firm

Ward goal and Bartlambés building at the cor

con

ner

Mathew, J. (1995).Highways and Byways . Townsville, Queensland: Townsville City Council.
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ROONEY STREET, SOUTH TOWNSVILLE
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A PUB CRAWL THROUGHI TQWNSEINLE S

From “A Pattern of Pubs:l9Hdt"dlys Dofr oT diwn saViiddl

QUEEN’ S

Corner of The Strand and Wickham Street, now the headquarters of Telecasters North
Queensland.

18721876 James Evans 18911895 Jessie W. Cran

1876 William Monteith 18951899 Donald Maclurcan

18761879 James Evans 18991913 John Henry Tyack (d. Aug. 1913)
18791884 Henry Rinkmore Boulton 19131914  Jessie Tyack

1884 Sydney S. Seldon 19147 Ester Fanny Gauvin

18851891 James Walker Cran (d. Mar. 1891)

In 1887 the Townsville Herald could truthfully state:

Years ago the Queen’s was “ages ahead of the fashi on|”

to be considered one of the most roomy, comfortable, well-appointed and convenient hotels outside Melbourne. u

HC2 6y agA{fdBIIESNGStyRiZ Hn 5SOSYOSNI myyTo

¢ KS NS LJdzi v az8GK/1 25F oi}éKc“erS f SAISYRIFINE® LG o6l a GHK

KAIK adlryRIFENRAa (KFIG PN gRR KRii 85y LEKS 281 § 8 82
9l ya I F2N g6K2Y )\u gl & 0 dzR Gy AMIK EMpseTyHS NS yRE
¢ §SEPYRENI KA I ROBBIOI 2RI d0f SR AY aAl S FyR A
K2gSOSNE 2y | &aAdasS oO0t2asS 2 GKS AyONBlFaAy3t
odzf £t 201 GSlIyYa Oz2yadlydafte LI aaiayd 2dziaARSo !
KAYGSNI YR 9@lya a42fR KAa K20St 3 LIzZNOKIF &AAY
{GNBSG> 6KSNB |y 2fR o0dzZAf RAY3I O60KS GSYLI2NI N
W2AYy (G {G2002NIK 1! dz&yli NOIKISA | y &

op@Eay ySgs K20Stf gra (GKS GKANR odzAafd 2y ¢KS {1
AKIFIRAY3 GKS FI OFRSad ¢KS dzLJISNI b22NJ gl a SyO
GKAES GKS t26SNJ OSNIYyRIK gl & 2LSy® /2yaARSN
GSNE Y2RS&ald adGdNH2OOGdzNB® 9@l ya (221 GKS f A0Sy
a2yliSAGK Ay mMyTcd .& GKSy I-t"J f SIad &RMEILYSE R
K20GSt | O02YY2Rl a2y T a2yiSAiGK ¢l a az22y ol ylN

In the following years its reputation was firmly established as E. J. Banfield confirmed:

When other hotels in Townsville were almost unknown to the outside world; when the place was regarded as the
Ultima Thule of civilization in Queensland; and when people almost demanded premiums for residing here, there
was one source of bliss and consolation to which the unwilling exile to these parts turned in the sure and certain

hope of ever present c¢ omp eananetaswelhknowh among éhe traveling publiQaofe e n|’

Australia as “Menzies” of Melbourne among the squatt

2 ibid.
1 ibid.
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QUEENG® S HOTEL

The success of theQu e elndy wi t h a remarkable series of
nor trouble too great as |l ong as the wantugv-
ans in 1879 transferred the |Iicence to Henr
tation as landlord of the Mining Exchange in Charters Towers.uWhen he took over the Qu e e n
it was described as containing three sitting rooms and twenty bedrooms; it cost him £5000 but
even then it was regarded as ‘probably the

While the building gave the visitors a magnificent view of the shimmering waters of Cleveland
Bay, alive with shipping, the immediate surroundings were less attractive; the road in front was
unformed and the beach, covered with creepers, encroached upon it. Nevertheless, it became a
favoured retreat for visiting Governors, politicians and other dignitaries, and a popular meeting
place for north Queenslanders.

In 1879 the North Queensland Meat Preserving and Boiling Down Company, founders of the
meatworks at Alligator Creek, was formed at the Qu e e Aftersvards the members formed the
Townsville Pastoral and Agricultural & Industrial Association which has held the annual
Townsville Show in the city ever since.5In 1882theQu eewd $ t he setting f
Supper—a most glittering affair’”, to celebrate
way.blA. W. Stirling, visiting soon after wrote:

All over the colonies, the hotels as a rule are bad, but most fortunately at Townsville one finds a brilliant exception
to this fact. The Queen’s Hot el is really most comfo
Brisbane and Sydney”

Boulton ensured that his hotel was always up -to-date with every convenience possible. In 1882,
it was the second building in Townsville, and the first hotel, to be supplied with reticulated

water. Similarly, 1883the Que ewd s t he first hotel to be co
supplysystem, though gas was then only for lighting, not cooking.®

While catering mainly to the upper echelons of the travelling public, such as the Duke of Man-
chester, the Q v e e aiways provided comfortable accommodation for respectable permanent
boarders but di scour alpesdloafet. higroommeang alveaysyongdered
more desirable than his company’ .1

ibid.

Northern Miner, 23 June 1877.

Townsville Herald, 15 March 1879,Queenslander, 25 February 1882.

Townsville Herald, 3 May 1879

Queenslander, 16 December,1882.

A. W. Stirling, op. cit., p.78.

Gibson-Wilde, op. cit., p. 129.

Queenslander, 23 August 1884; Townsville Herald Supplement, 24 December 1887.
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QUEENG® S HOTEL

In 1885, Boulton sold out to James Cran, also well known throughout the north. A member of the
Cran family of Yengarie, he had arrived in Queensland about 1863 spending the next thirteen
years in meat and sugar ventures. Believing that the sugar industry would not thrive without
cheap labour, and disagreeing with moves to abandon Pacific Islands labour, he turned to hotel
keeping. He was an outstanding success.

[This article will be completed in the October edition.]

Queen’s Hot el
Customs House ¢1910

Photo from TM&HS
Photograph Collection

Left and Below: All photos are from

Gibson-Wilde, Dorothy & Bruce. (1988). A
Pattern of Pubs: Hotels of Townsville 1864-
1914. Townsville, Queensland: History Dept
James Cook University.

64 Queen’s (architect's sketch), c. 1901.
The design for the comer section was simpiified in the final design.

106 Queen’s, 1903.
65 Queen's, c. 1920. Showing damage to the old comer section after cyclone Leonta,
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RECENT ACQUIRITLOANM HERBERO® SREX
ADDRE&SsTH®vORDING

On the eve of your departure from this City, the Members and Adherents of the Meth-
odist Church in Townsville desire to place on record their deep sense of appreciation of the
faithful and devoted services rendered by you to the cause of Methodism for many years.

During your long residence amongst us you have occupied the most responsible offices
in connection with the Churches throughout the Circuit, discharging the duties appertaining
thereto in a worthy and conscientious manner.

We recall with special pride the splendid record of your work in the West End Sunday
School as its Superintendent, for fifteen years. This is indeed a notable achievement.

We remember, too, with gratitude your large -hearted generosity and self —sacrificing
labours in placing the various properties of the Circuit on such a sound financial basis.

You have also been our Senior Circuit Steward, and have filled our Pulpits as a Local
Preacher, with much acceptance and marked ability; besides having on many occasions been
the Circuit Representative to Annual Synod and Conferences. Indeed it is impossible to tabu-
|l ate all you have done for the Methodist Cd
where your beneficent influence has not been felt. And the high standing of Methodism in
Townsville to -day is, we feel, in large measure due to your splendid personality, pour untiring
energy, your wise counsels, your shrewd judgment and broad vision; and by no means least,
your kindliness.

Your example and help have been a source of inspiration to us all, and you leave be-
hind a monument of labour, which is imperishable.

This address would be lacking did it not contain some reference to the loyal manner in
which your efforts have been seconded and supported by Mrs Green, particularly recognizing
her unfailing devotion in the work of the Ladies Church Help Society at West end.

It is with profound regret that we contemplate your departure from our midst. We, as-
sure you, not only of our appreciation and admiration for your work, but also of our sincere
and warm -hearted esteem and affection for yourselves, and you carry with you our best wish-
es and united prayers the God will richly bless you and yours, and prosper you, both in the
things of this world and in the things of the Kingdom.

For and on behalf o the Townsville Circuit of the Methodist Church of Australasia, its Office -Bearers,
Churches and Adherents,

F. J. Harris Ministers J. Phillips Circuit Stewards
G. E. Holland W.R. Howard
Townsville

22 August , 1924

NL
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WILLIAM HERBERDGREE | LK ADL

Nick found Willialm
silk address in an antique shop in
Rockhampton. Luckily it was
wrapped in silk and Nick thinks

most probably it had been like that
for many years. It now has a place in
our Chemist display cabinet, where it
rightfully deserves to be.

NICK SPEAKS ANUNECIH OF OGREETI HNG

Nick was invited to speak at the opening
of a new display at the Magnetic Island
History and Craft Centre recently.

Nick spoke about the souvenirs which
have dotted the history pages of many a
book and postcard collection over many
years. This island was a destination of
choice for holidaying in the local area
from the early 1890s and it prospered
into the twentieth century.

There was a good show of support for
this new display.
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MORE ON THE PRRMYREM THE MARITIME N

This cast iron post supported a gas light at the entrance to the Penny Ferry, which used to be on
the creek bank near the roundabout at the end of Palmer Street. Originally established in 1876
and moved to its present site in 1884, this ferry was initially a row -boat (main photo below)
which operated a service as a shortcut, connecting South Townsville with the then main
business and entertainment part of town across Ross Creek. The fare varied between one and
three pennies per person. After World War 1l the ferry was motorized (inset photo below). The
increased popularity of motor vehicles saw a decline in the use of the Penny Ferry and other
ferry services, which were all eventually discontinued.

Thanks to the Maritime Museum for this additional

information on the Penny Ferry.

A very special visitor called into our Museum recently. David Irvine

sought out our museum because of a very special man who is featured in

Hall 1. That person was John Godschall Johnson. John gave David his

first violin as a child and helped David begin on his pathway in life. John

made violins and his belief was that every opportunity should be given

to any child who wanted to learn music. His gift to the child was made

on the understanding that the violin could not be sold on, but given to
another child to begin them on a musical pathway.

David studied at Griffith University and the Uni-
versity of Queensland and undertook doctoral
studies at the University of Cambridge. He cur-
rently resides in Barcelona and became an ICREA
Research professor.

John Godschall Johnson Accessed 3 May 2022 https://
www.printsandprintmaking.gov.au/artists/11025/
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RECENT ACQUIBDRORHY GM¥BME COLLECTION

These are some of the photos from the Tunbridge Collection in
Dorothy’'s collection and many of
central city area.

mEEw W

SAMUEI. ALLEN & SONS LT‘D-.

*\.—‘

Row 1: The Hollis Hopkins building in Sturt Street, and its demolition.

Row 2: D.W. Hastings & Samuel Allen & Sons Ltd
Row 3: Hollimans Pty Ltd, and Samuel Allen & Sons Shipping Travel
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HISTORIC VILLBEETHENRPIONEER WEEKE

Nick was asked to help out in the Chemist Shop at the Historic Village in Herberton over the Pioneers
weekend 7-8th May 2022. He dressed as a chemist and conducted talks on the pharmacy equipment form
the old days. It was a very successful weekend with 1200 visitors enjoying a step back in time. Many of
the visitors were dressed in period costume and added to the wonderful atmosphere. The weather was
fabulous, unlike the rainy weather that was occurring along the coast. Perhaps even more visitors may
have made the trek to the tablelands if the coastal weather had been finer. Enjoy a step back in time when
you view Nick’ s photos here.
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TOWNSVILLE MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Memberships are now due.

Email reminders to renew memberships have been sent out but if you
havendot received your s, pl e
Contact us: Townsville Museum 47757838 or admin@townsvillemuseum.cém.au

ﬁ OUR SUPPORT
Support
The MCGrath

Groups

City of
Townswlle

That

McGrath Estate Agents

Support your
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